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Contact the FCC! FCC Mai' Room

Please send a brief letter to the Federal Communications Commission explaining the
impact that high prison phone rates have had on you and your family. Address the letter
“Dear Chairman Genachowski,” and please speak from your own personal experience.
You must state the following at the beginning of your letter: “This is a public comment for
the Wright Petition (CC Docket 96-128).” Your letter will be made part of the public docket
in this case.

Write to:

Chairman Julius Genachowski
Federal Communications Commission
Public Comments

445 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Our goal is to gather thousands of powerful stories. The facility that registers the highest
number of letters will be highlighted on the campaign website and will get a co-producer
credit on a national radio program addressing the high cost of prison phone calls.

We also need your help organizing on the outside. Ask your friends and family members
to sign up for the campaign at www.phonejustice.org, and invite them to share their story
about the high costs of prison phone calls. They can also register their comments online,
directly with the FCC, by uploading a Word document or .pdf file at the following website
(enter “96-128” as the Proceeding Number on the on-line form):

http://apps.fcc.gov/ecfs/upload/display.action?z=whn8

Only with your support will we end the abusively high costs of prison phone calls. Please
encourage others to join us in this struggle!

For more information: www.prisonphonejustice.org and www.phonejustice.org



e We marked our 22" year of publishing.
We vindicated our rights as a publisher and those of our readers to receive PLN and
the books we distribute by successfully suing jails in Sacramento, California; East
Baton Rouge, Louisiana; and Moncks Corner, South Carolina, among others.

o Our attorneys are representing victims of egregious prison abuses, ranging from
inadequate medical care to wrongful death cases.

e Our advocacy on behalf of prisoners and their families has resulted in PLN staff
speaking at conferences and events around the country, and being interviewed by
assorted media outlets, including radio and TV, and quoted in newspapers.

We are proud of these accomplishments and you should be too, because without your
support over the years, whether subscribing to PLN, buying books from us or making
donations, we would not be able to achieve the many things we do. We operate leanly and
efficiently so that any donation you make, whether big or small, will have maximum effect
and impact. Therefore, please donate now to support our work to end the exploitation and
gouging of those who make and receive phone calls from prisons and jails. To show our
appreciation you can select from several gift options. Have too much stuff to read already?
Make a donation of $100 or more and we can send a copy of The Habeas Citebook and/or
Prisoners’ Guerrilla Handbook to Correspondence Courses in the US and Canada on your
behalf to the prison library or law library of your choice!

/xjf

In Struggle,

Paul Wright
Editor, PLN
Executive Director, HRDC

P.S. - You can also order the much-awaited Prisoners’ Self-Help Litigation Manual, 4"
edition, from PLN for $45.95, or The Habeas Citebook: Ineffective Assistance of Counsel
for $49.95 postpaid.

P.P.S. - Even if you can’t afford to make a donation, subscribe or buy a book yourself,
please encourage others to do so. Every purchase and donation is a huge help!
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(THE WRIGHT PETITION)

ue ~4 2012
Rodney Derrickson FCC Mai! Room
#CW-6633
5CI Forest
PO 3Box %45

Mariznville, PA 16239

Noveabar 27, 2012

Chairman Julius Genachowski
Paderal Communications Comamission
Public Comments

445 12th Streast NW

Washington, DC 20554

Daar Chairman Ganachowski:

My name is Rodney Derrickson, I am a prisoner at the State
Correctional Institution at Forest, which is locatad in
Marienvilla, Pennsylvania.

I writa to speak on the abusiva prison phone ratas that exploit
prisoners and our families, and destroy the family ties,

Prison phone coapanies like Global Tal Link has been juilty of
price gouging and monopolizing the phone market for yesars, and
it's about time that somaone put a stop to their criminal activity.
Their actions i3 considered organized crime which wvionlates the
Racketear Influenced and Corrupt Organization Act. (RICO),

I pray that your committze will put a stop to tha pradatory
practices of phona companias lika Global Tel Link.

Thank you for your time and attantion to thiz issues of public
inportance,

“This is a public comaent” for e Daﬂkat #96 128 (tha Wreight
Patition)." .

Raspactfully subaitted,

Rodnay Darrickson

cafila
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BEC ~4 2012
FCC Mail Room
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Mr. Genachowski

This is a public comment for CC Docket #96-128 (THE WRIGHT
PETITION).

| am writing for the concern | have for the price for inmates to keep in touch
with their families. |is $7.40 to talk

to and inmate for 20 minutes, this is such a ridiculous price and a real
burden on loved ones and family members. I's a

hardship to pay this proice, so there fore you are unable to talk to them on a
regular bases because you can't afford

to pay this outrageous fee. {lease take this matter into consideration for the
sake of all those involved. Thank you for your

time concerning this matter.

Beverly Cutchins

10351 Acorn Lane
Smithfield, Va. 23430
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James Alan Romberger e AY0262 DEC "42012
State Correctional Institution
at Huntingdon FCC Mai! Room

1100 Pike Street
Huntingdon, PA 16654-1112

November 29, 2012

Chairman Julius Genachowski
Federal Communications Commission
Pub!ic Comments

445 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

RE: MWright Petition (CC Docket 96-128)
Dear Chairman Genachowski :

My mother is 85 years young this October past; she had a quadruple bypass
which did not eleviate her condition and had a pacemaker inserted and still
requires several medications for heart rate, high blood pressure and other
ailments. Perscription costs are astronomical and overall costs of living
keep increasing but her income does not. She is "existing" on a fixed income.

My sister is 65 years of age. She has a hip replacement and her other hip is
also in need of replacement; she has blood pressure and kidney condition and
has several costly perscriptions to purchase. Again, we have an individual
"existing" on retirement monies that are fixed.

Mother and sister can not visit as they once did because of Their medical
situations and | telephone them more to maintain our bond. We can talk and
hear one anothers voice which is a comfort and joy to us. A fifteen (15)
minute call is $5.15 and the "kickback" 1o corrections is 44.4%! When
transferred to the state of Michigan, there was no kickback and the rate for
fifteen (15) minutes was much less.

It is our hope and prayers for the cap or elimination of kickbacks, not just
for us but those whom are even less fortunate and can not afford the
exorbitant rates charged us and our families.

Piease entertain and pass the above~captioned Wright Petition.

Thank you for your greatly divided time in this matter,

Respectful ly yours,

7
/ 772
James Alan Romberger

JAR/



\ Edwin Aponte
# HW 5699

1100 Pike St.

Huntingdon, PA 16654

November 28, 2012

Recelveq & Inspecieg
Chairman Julius Genachowski T
Federal Communications Commission ﬁEG =4 2012
Public Comments
445 12th Street, SW FCC Mail Room

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Genachowski,

This is a public comment for the Wright Petition (CC Docket # 96-128)

As a prisoner myself in side the Department Of Corrections I know firsthand
how hard it is to keep in contact with family members. Phone calls are costing
us about $5.50 for an in-state call almost $10 for an out—of-state call.

At one point of time Pennsylvania was sending inmates to Michigan and it

was costing them only about $2.00 to call Pennsylvania from Michigan and

it doesn't make sense if we are in Pennsylvania and it is costing us more.

In the institution I am currently at you have inmates families chénging thier
phone numbers to try and match the are code in this region and now prison
officials are not allowing us to add those numbers to our list. We have lifers
in this institution that are not allowed the same employment oppurtunities

as other inmates so they do not make as much and we still have to buy cosmeti-
cs, have to buy sneakers because you are not allowed to take part in activit-
ies on the gym floor in state issued boots, also some inmates have cable

bills they have to pay. So after all that to keep in contact with our families
inmates have to buy a phone card and you only get one good call out of a

$10 phone card and collect calls cost even more money than the $5.50 I said

earlier in this letter. Plus with this new phone system it's even harder
to call home collect because families now have to set a pre-paid account



with the new phone company so it's like we have to buy phone cards and pay
expensive rates to call home OR our families have to buy phone cards and

pay an even higher rate so we are in a no win situation over these phone
calls and this phone system. I am writing you Chairman Genachowski because

I am hoping on behalf of me and other inmates nationwide you could do
something about this issue. Thank you for taking yowmime to read this letter

and T am grateful for your cooperation and your consideration.

Sincerely,

Do U

Edwin Aponte
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Fred D. Douty, Mocc #43219, 1 Mountainside Way, Mt. Olive, WV 25185

November 29, 2012

Mr. Julius Genachowski, Chairman Received & Inspected
Federal Communicationsg Commission
445 12th Street NW DEC -4 2012

Washington, DC 20554
FCC Mai! Room

RE: Public Comments in re Wright Petition
Dear Chairman Genachowski:

This is a public comment for the Wright Petition (CC Docket
#96-128). I am a prisoner confined in the West Virginia Mt. Olive
Correctional Complex. Global Tel*Link has a contract to provide
telephone services for the prisoners. As best I recall Prison
Legal News reported that the West Virginia Division of Corrections
awarded Global Tel*Link the contract that gives the State forty-
gix percent of the profits as a gquid pre guo. The outrageous
telephone costs (price gouging) prevent me from calling and
interacting with my family.

The high cost of intrastate phone calls limit the time I get
to talk to my family. My dear mother, who I try to stay in
contact with via mail is in poor health. She is too sick to write
regularly. Moreover, due to her failing health and low income she
is unable to pay for the Global Tel*Link phone calls. She is the
only family member that helps me keep in contact with my young
children. The ridiculously high cost phone call have prevented me
from speaking with my kids for years. It is emotionally hard on
my children and family.

I also have two other family members I infrequently call.
They have told me they cannot afford to accept my collect-calls
more than twice a month. Please help me and others here, who are
losing loved ones due to Global Tel's greed. Let me know if there
is anything further I can do to resolve this phone issue. I am
willing and eager to do what I can.

Global Tel*Link, on October 3, 2012, filed a comment with the
FCC that summarized its position on issues related to the prison
telephone industry, including justifications for high phone rates.
Five days later the Human Rights Defense Center filed a response
with the FCC, rebutting the points addressed by Global Tel*Link.
Will you be so kind as to provide with, (A) Global Tel's document,
and (B) Human Rights Defense Center's response? Thank you.

Sincerely,

70 O

fred D. Douty

cc: file
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preparing your request, it can ’ge responded to more
promptly and intelligently.
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6. Work Assignment: 7. Housing ASSIQnment
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